ART  OP  COPPERSMITHING.

thus the boy was the last to be paid, which ivas done \vith as much
ceremony as if he were the most important man. After paying him
his 3 shillings wages the good man seemed moved by pity, lor he spoke
the only kind word that seemed to greet the boy's ear (excepting
from Ills father) during the week, and so the first week of the infant's
toil closed. Peter L. Saubergue always proved a good and kind mas-
ter, and our boy learned to love him as time went on. Here let us
pause a moment to consider if it ought to have been then or is now
necessary for the welfare of the race that little children of such ten-
der years should be made captive and brought to labor while thou-
sands of able-bodied men are idle around them waiting for work.

At the end of six: months this boy had got to be quite handy and

was kept busily engaged breaking coke,  sal ammoniac   and   borax,

charging   Joints   and   drying   them    ready   for  the   fire,    thinning

edges  and  other   little   jobs.

Then as each batch of cooking

utensils   was   brought   to   be

repaired and ret inn ed he was

taught     to   burn     off    the

grease,  apply   the   acids   and

scour them ready for the proc-
ess of re-tinning.   Then, again,

all the hammers were required

to be kept clean  and  bright,

also all other polished tools, all

of them being carefully greased

with raw goose-grease, which

duty had to be performed ev-
ery day before leaving work,

because if a hammer should get

cloudy it, entailed much labor

repolishing on the buff-board

to restore it suitable for use.

The boy labored along at this   seeming drudgery, which many   boys

are apt to shan   and  exert" every   effort   to   evade^; to   their   own

detriment, for wrapped tip in this so-called drudgery are some of   the
important features of every trade.
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